Food

" We have .a definite 'and strict food policy. We

serve whole grains and food with no sugar, no

‘preservatwes no artificial colonngs or flavor-

1ngs We do not serve meat SO that vegetarlan '

+ . ch1ldren can partake freely: We ask that parents
when sending: snack or lunch, follow our gulde

: .lmes and send only wholesome food.

'Fhere isa snack at 10:30 and at 3 30 Parents con

: mbute to the mornmg snack by bnnglng in fruit,

veggies, cheese, raisins, nuts, etc. once a week. -
The afternoon snack is provrded by the school - X

andisa hearty one; for example brown rice and

tofu or green noodles and salad.

: Spemal Events

Each year there isa fam11y outmg over Memonal

. Day weekend to the. ‘Mendocino Woodlands
‘ Campgrounds This is a lOVely old campground, ‘

with redwood cabins and stone ﬁreplaces just

perfect for a family: trip. We have a great:time! -

' There are also family potlucks hohday parties,

and lots of live music.

This iS yout 'schrool-‘ '

Parent meetmgs special pmJects parent teacher s
: .conferences all supplement our commumcauon

.network. Parent 1nput is very 1mportant to us.

Because we beheve that the Best education is one ;

in Whlch a vanety of points of view: may flour-

1sh and - this environment requires a . racially,

vsoc1ally and economically mixed group of chil-
* dren, we maintain a scholarship program. The
scholarsh1ps are subsidized by several fundrais-

_ ing events during the year. We depend on parent ;

energy and orgamzmg sktlls for the success of

our annual bazaars

W encourage famﬂ;es to visit the schooland to
talk with teachers and parents... to watch chil-

- dren growing in self-awareness, self-esteemn, and *

the- -acceptance of others, while their intellectual

cunosrty‘ is snmulated and their readiness to Jearn

s allowed to develop naturaliy and spontaneously :

1606 B'On'ita;S—treet_

Berkeley, “C'elif_o‘rnia 94709,

510 548-9165




Schedule
New School -is a: preschool and day care center
for children 2 through 9 years of age. We are
~open Monday through Friday from 8:00am to-
5:30pM The school welcomes students of all

races, colors, religions, national or ethnic origins
The preschool classes, in three groups spanning

ages 2°to 5, run from 9am to 1pM, with day care -

before and after. We also have a school age.

program offering after school care for TK to 3rd

v'grade children in elementary schools. Our
school agegroup uses Fellowship Hall,
immediately adjacent to the main facility, and
 the North Yard. This program is a wonderful
~way of extending our New school community
and provides an opportunity for a secure

transition to the larger school world .

Most: of the preschool children attend full

“time. We also offer a part time option from 9 to
1.all our programs are 5 days a week. Options

" include full time, morhing preschodl only, or
morning with scheduled or drop in afternoon
hours at the hourly rate .Our program is set up
to accommodate working and student parents
as well as those whose schedules permit

participation in the morning sessions .

Parent Participation

“We find parent participation (one morning a

week in the _classroom-j to be valuable. Participat-

~. ing parents enrich the children’s experience when

they share their own talents and interests in art, _

music, science, travel, drama, -and ‘more. The
teachers encourage the participatirig parents to
plan their projects in advance and expect them to
spend. their participation -time at school being

involved with and responsive to the students.

Structure

.- New School is strictured to allow a maximum

‘ amo_untlof ﬁ‘eedd_m for each child within the

limits of responsibility. This means that the chil-

dren are allowed to choose among activities and

move between the outside space and inside at |

will. The notion of responsibility means that the.

- children may not hurt themselves or others and

implies that the school is run on a contract of
trust between teachers and students. The school

is team taught and based on the concept of an

open classroom. The staff has been workmg

together for many years.

Curricilum

New School activities concentrate ori music, art, -

"arts and crafts, dramatic'play, and movement. It

is called New School because its intent is to be
just that—a new kind of school... open, respon-
sive, loving... a place where ¢hildren are happy

and relaxed, where there is freedom to play, to

‘

be, to learn, to grow. Within the school there are
many interesting things to do: cooking, carpen-
try, music lessons, painting, working with clay,
crafts of every variety, soccer and other games,
storiés and much more. We also feel that the
community offers a. wide world of knowledge;

trips” are an integral part of the school experi-
ence. Each class has a field trip day once a

week . The children go to various parks and

museums, the library, and on walking trips in :

the neighborhood. Children - have the

opportunity to participate in yoga classes, and

spanish is an integral part of the preschool

' program .

" Learning about nature and the environment have

always been a part of New school . The childreti
tend a ‘garden that thrives in a plot reclaimed
from sandy soil.

development of butterflies and amphibians.

They sort rocks and crystals .

They observe the life and .

Socialization

One of the most important tasks for preschool

' childreri is forming peer relationships: This

. occurs in a'sensitive and supportive atmosphere.

The staff is involved, consistent, and caring. By
having the child_pértiﬁipaté in a great number of
creative.zictivities,_we are able to help each to
de{f_elop strong feelings of self-confidence and
self-worth. Through careful intervention .
between children in conflict situations we facili- -
tate the socialization process. so. that children
learn the ‘importance of sharing, compassion,
and honesty, and learn to recognize their feelings:

and verbalize them: The comrhent heard so fre-

~-quently about our graduates js, “New -School
children are so full of -confidence. Children are

happy at New school . They are very energetic

and are extremely interested in many kinds of
activities. The children climb, they jump, they
sing, they shout, they dance.

"The warmth and respect shown b}; the staff to

the children'combined'with the unleashing of .

- their creative powers and the learning of specif-

ic skills are powerful ingredients in the develop

ment of a happy and productive personality. We

‘want our-childrén to feel empowered by their
experiences here and begin the process for a life-
“long commitment to the struggle for peace and

.social justice.
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